GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA

AD 358

(ISSUE 2)

AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE

TYPE AFFECTED:

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND:

DOCUMENTATION:
ACTION REQUIRED:

Grob Twin Astir and Twin Astir Trainer. Serial numbers 3000 to
3291 (Trainer with supplement T).

Grob G 103 Twin II and Grob G 103 A Twin II Acro. Serial
numbers 3501 to 3878 (Acro with supplement K).

Grob Single seat Astir's. All types, all serial numbers.

Inspection, relocation and maintenance procedures of tow release
handles.

This AD was originally issued in 1989 and requested the
movement of all single/front seat tow release knobs as well as the
rear seat knob movement as required by Grob Technical Bulletin
315-22. The movement of the single/front seat knobs has resulted
in several operational problems. These are:

A)  Single seat Astir's. The cable from the yellow knob may
catch on the rear edge of the cable pulley keeper. This may jam
the cable.

The wheel brake lever on the front of the control column may
hook in behind the yellow knob when the control column is
pushed full forward, full left. This could result in unintentional
release of the tow line.

B) Al affected types (front seat). The raised knob may be
shielded by the control column when the control column is in the -
full forward, full left position. The shielding is sufficient to
restrict access to the yellow knob until the control column is
moved back towards centre.

Grob Service Bulletin 315-32 and Repair Instruction 315-32.

1. Before next flight and at each subsequent Form 2
inspection all releasc knobs in all affected gliders must be
inspected for worn or broken cable guides and correct freeplay in
the release circuit as shown in figure 1 below.

2, Before or at the next form 2 all single/front seat release
knobs which were raised in accordance with Issue 1 of this AD
must have the knob moved back to the manufacturers original
position,
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Figure 1. Release knob freeplay.

PLAY ABOUT S mm
KNOB LIGHTLY PULLED

[NO PLAY IF
KNOB IS NOT
PULLEOD]

ACTUATOR
0B

FASTENER CLIP

INSTRUMENT PANEL

3. Before or at the next Form 2 inspection the rear release
knob of the Twin Astir's, Twin Astir Trainers, The G 103 Twin
Il and G 103 A Twin II Acro must be inspected and if necessary
relocated in accordance with Instructions I and 2 of Grob Service
Bulletin TM 315-32 which forms part of this AD:

WEIGHT AND BALANCE: Not Affected

IMPLEMENTATION: The requirements of this AD must be performed by persons rated
“Inspection for Issue of Certificates of Airworthiness" any type".

COMPLIANCE: The requirements of this Airworthiness Directive are mandatory.
This Directive is issued pursuant to the Australian Civil aviation
Regulations under the delegated authority of the Civil Aviation
Authority (CE042/90).
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