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CANCELLED 4.03.2016 

REFER TYPE CERTIFICATE HOLDERS CURRENT DATA 

 

GFA AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 

TYPE AFFECTED: Hornet and Hornet C. 

SUBJECT: Increases of service life beyond 3000 hours, up to 12000 hours. 

BACKGROUND: Fatigue tests on FRP composite wings and wing spars have shown that a service life of 
12000 hours is possible for these components. As the test programs did not examine the 
entire aircraft, the life extensions can only be granted if the long-term airworthiness of each 
individual aircraft is verified by compliance with a special multi-stage inspection program 
devised by the manufacturer. These inspections are in addition to the annual Form II 
inspections, but both may be performed concurrently.  Life extension inspections will be due 
at 1000 hour intervals, commencing at 3000 hours. 

Issue 5 of this AD corrects omissions in Issue 4 by combining Issue 3 and Issue 4.   

DOCUMENTATION: Glasfaser-Flugzeug-Service Technical Note 206-13 covers life extension from 3000 to 6000 
hours, and Glasfaser-Flugzeug-Service Technical Note 206-23 covers life extension beyond 
6000 hours.  Both TNs are attached & form part of this AD. 

ACTION REQUIRED: 3000 hours to 6000 hours:- Add pages E57 and E58 to the Flight & Maintenance Manual and 
update the “Amendments” section on Page 4.  Service life may only be extended in 
accordance with the procedures set down in these pages.  Pages E57 & E58 are available 
from Glasfaser or the GFA secretariat.  Inspection schedules must be obtained from 
Glasfaser.  Any defects found must be repaired appropriately before the service life can be 
extended.   
NOTE: the address shown on page E58, paragraph 4, is incorrect and should be changed to:- 

 Glasfaser-Flugzeug-Service GmbH 
 Hofener Weg. 
 72582 Grabenstetten  

Germany                                e-mail:- info@streifly.de  
 6000 hours to 12000 hours:- Add pages E59 and E60 to the Flight & Maintenance Manual 

and update the “Amendments” section on Page 4.  Service life may only be extended in 
accordance with the procedures set down in these pages.  Pages E59 & E60 are available 
from Glasfaser or the GFA Secretariat.  Inspection schedules must be obtained from 
Glasfaser.  Any defects found must be repaired appropriately before the service life can be 
extended.  Further instructions will be issued for life extensions beyond 9000 hours. 
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WEIGHT AND BALANCE: The effects on Weight and Balance of any repairs must be considered. 

COMPLIANCE: Life extension inspections must be performed by the holder of a GFA Airworthiness Authority 
endorsed for "Surveys, FRP".  The inspector must ensure that the inspection is carried out in 
accordance with the latest Inspection Schedule, obtainable only from Glasfaser.  Once 
completed the inspection report must be sent to the GFA airworthiness office who will forward 
a copy to Glasfaser. 

 The requirements of this GFA Airworthiness Directive are mandatory.  This Directive is issued 
pursuant to the Rules and Regulations of the Gliding Federation of Australia Inc. 
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