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GFA AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 

TYPE AFFECTED: Ventus a, Ventus a/16.6, Serial no’s 1 to 284 inclusive (*); 
Ventus b and Ventus b/16.6, Serial no’s 2 to 136 inclusive (**); 

 Ventus bT Serial no’s 1 to 9 inclusive (**) 
 
*  Action only required if modification has not been done in 
accordance with LBA AD No 1987-044 of 25 February 1987, 
which is hereby superseded. 
 
**  Sailplanes and powered sailplanes with flap drive modification 
(see page 01 of the Appendix to the manufacturer’s Technical 
Note) are not affected by this AD. 
  

SUBJECT: Cracking of flap drive.    Issue 3 of this AD corrects an omission in 
Issue 2  by adding Ventus bT  to the affected models.  Otherwise 
the content of the AD and the attachments are unchanged.  
 

BACKGROUND: Variations in flap setting were noticed on several sailplanes.  
Investigation revealed cracking around the weld between the flap 
drive lever and flap torque tube. 

DOCUMENTATION: Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA) Airworthiness Directive No 2001-258 
and Schempp-Hirth Technical Note No 349-9 form part of this 
AD. 

ACTION REQUIRED: In accordance with LBA AD 2001-258 and Schempp-Hirth 
Technical Note No 349-9. 

WEIGHT AND BALANCE: Not affected. 

IMPLEMENTATION: Before next Form 2 inspection, but in any case before 30 April 
2002. 

COMPLIANCE: The requirements of this GFA Airworthiness Directive are 
mandatory.  This Directive is issued pursuant to the Rules and 
Regulations of the Gliding Federation of Australia. 
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