
Page 1 of 2 GFA AD 305 (Issue 2) 27/04/2023 

 

C4/1-13 THE GATEWAY, 
BROADMEADOWS 

VICTORIA 3047 
PHONE +61 (0) 3 9359 9865, 

FAX +61 (0) 3 9359 1613. 
ABN:  82 433 264 489 

AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 
THE GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA Inc 

 

GFA AD 305 Issue 2 
Date: 27 April 2023 

 

Note: This Airworthiness Directive is issued by the Gliding 
Federation of Australia 

Type Certificate Holder Grob Aircraft SE 

Manufacturer(s) Burkhart Grob Luft-und Raumfahrt Gmbh & Co. 

GROB-Werke GmbH & Co.KG 

Types/Models Affected All G 109B Touring Motor Gliders  

Serial Numbers Serial numbers 6200 to 6434 inclusive. 

Subject Modifications, including rudder system damper, rudder hinge 
stiffening, and aileron control mass balance. 

Implementation MANDATORY 

Background GFA AD 296, now cancelled, restricted the G 109B to a VNE of 
100 knots as a temporary flutter limitation. 

GFA AD 305 Issue 1 mandated the incorporation of GROB TM 
817-20 (which forms part of this AD). This included rudder and 
aileron control system modifications which, when fully 
incorporated would allow AD 296 restriction to be lifted, returning 
the 109B to its normal operating speed limits. 

Subsequently, it was discovered that the rudder damper when 
fitted reduced rudder control and aircraft controllability in certain 
conditions.  

GFA AD 305 Issue 2 permits continued operation without the 
rudder damper assembly fitted with the limitation that the 
maximum airspeed is limited to 100 knots VNE.  

The lifting of the 100 knot limitation may be authorised after 
successful completion of a flight test program approved by a 
CASR 21 Subpart M authorised person. 

Documentation TM 817-20 

Required Action(s) 1. Grob TM 817-20 (enclosed) is to be fully incorporated by a 
holder of GFA Annual Inspector FRP maintenance authority with 
all FRP modification work carried out by a member endorsed FRP 
Major Repair (historically a holder of a DOA 1109 glider inspector 
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certificate endorsed CofA FRP with all FRP modification work 
carried out by a person endorsed FRP Major Repairs). All work is 
to be carried out referencing Repair Instructions RI 817-20/1 
(installation of the rudder damper assembly), RI 817-20/2 
(installation of additional aileron mass balance) and RI 817-20/3 
(stiffening of the upper and lower rudder suspension at the 
fuselage).  Any logbook or maintenance release entry restricting 
VNE to 100 kts can be cleared. 

OR  

2. Grob TM 817-20 is to be partially incorporated except not 
fitting the rudder dampener assembly IAW RI 817-20/1 but comply 
with all other instructions. If the rudder dampener assembly has 
been previously fitted, the assembly can be removed by reverse 
engineering RI 817-20/1. Structure previously modified can 
remain.  

(a) An operational limitation placard must be placed on the 
instrument panel fully visible to the pilot stating ‘Maximum 
Airspeed (IAS) 100 knots’. The placard may be fitted by the 
registered operator of the aircraft or by a holder of a GFA 
issued maintenance authority.  

 

(b) Raise a minor defect aircraft’s in the maintenance 
release: 

“Rudder damper assembly not fitted, VNE limited to 100 
knots”. 

3. On completion, all work is to be detailed in the sailplanes 
logbook and entries signed by the appropriate inspector.  

4. The Maintenance Manual pages 1, 1a, 12, 12a, 12b, 12c, 13, 
13a, 41f, 28 all dated 29/1/1986 are to be incorporated into the 
maintenance manual (as applicable). 

Compliance, 
Compliance Time(s) 
and Frequency 

Compliance with this Airworthiness Directive is mandatory and 
compliance, including action taken pursuant to this Airworthiness 
Directive must be recorded in the aircraft logbook. 

Effect on Weight and 
Balance 

Before first flight after the installation of TM 817-20 components, 
the aircraft is to be weighed and new placards prepared by a 
holder of a GFA Weight and Balance Authority. 

Issuing Authority Issued for and on behalf of The Gliding Federation of Australia 
Inc.  

Signed: 

                      Chief Technical Officer 

Effective Date 27/04/2023 

 

Maximum Airspeed (I.A.S) 100 knots 
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