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AIRWORTHINESS ADVICE NOTICE 

TYPE AFFECTED: Nimbus-3T / Nimbus-3DT / Numbus-3DM 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous airworthiness information. 

BACKGROUND: Refer GFA AN 97 (Nimbus-3T) & AN 134 (Nimbus-3DT & 3DM) 

for historical airworthiness advice.  

            DEFECTS:  1.  L’Hotellier Ball and Swivel joints - A recent loss of control 

incident on a Nimbus-3T has highlighted the importance of 

maintaining flight control connector securing devise condition on 

L’Hotellier couplings. The LBA in 1998 issued Airworthiness 

Directive No. 1993-001 issue 3 applicable to all sailplanes, powered 

sailplanes and aeroplanes that use L’Hotellier ball and socket 

connectors with lock plates.  

  

  Schempp-Hirth Technical Notes 831-9 & 847-5 and associated 

appendix with embodied flight manual supplements address the 

subject of L’Hotellier Balls and swivel joints on the Nimbus-3T, 

Nimbus-3DT and Nimbus-3DM. All locking plate connectors 

MUST be secured in accordance with LBA AD No. 1993-001/3 

(AD No. 1993-001/3 is attached to this advice notice).  

 

  On Nimbus-3 aircraft, space is not sufficient to secure the couplings 

connecting the control rods of inboard and outboard wing panels 

with the standard safety pin. Such couplings must then be secured 

with the aid of a special Schempp-Hirth safety clip to prevent a 

jamming of controls. It is further recommended to use these safety 

clips for fuselage-to-wing connections (instead of the standard 

safety pin).  

 

  It was established when investigating the Nimbus-3T accident that 

the left-hand outer flap L’Hotellier connection was disconnected. It 

is believed that the disconnection occurred on crash impact. That 

Schempp-Hirth safety clip was missing and never found. Other 

safety clips on the same aircraft were inspected and found to be in 

poor or distorted condition and in need of replacement.  

 

  It is important to note when fitting the Schempp-Hirth safety clip 

that there is a left-hand and right-hand clip, a left-hand clip for the 
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left wing connectors and a right-hand clip for the right wing 

connectors.  

 

 This advice notice is issued to remind owners and operators of the 

importance to maintain and replace L’Hotellier locking plate safety 

pins as required to ensure safety pin functionality and the pins 

fitness for purpose. 
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