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Emergency Parachute Maintenance
General
The parachute performs a vital function for the pilot. In the event of an emergency egress, it is
extremely important that the parachute deploys quickly and correctly in order to carry the pilot
safely to the ground.
Emergency parachutes are not installed on aircraft as a component. As a consequence,
emergency parachutes are not subject to the continuing airworthiness / maintenance
requirements of CASA or the GFA.
The owner of the emergency parachute is responsible for keeping the emergency parachute in
a proper condition in accordance with the approved instructions published by the manufacturer.
In particular:
•
•
•

•

Rigging of emergency parachutes shall be performed in accordance with the approved
instructions published by the manufacturer.
Any repair or maintenance, other than rigging, in accordance with the approved
instructions, shall be carried out only by either the parachute manufacturer or an
organisation which is authorised by the manufacturer.
In Australia, a certificated and appropriately rated parachute rigger holding authorities
issued by either the Australian Parachute Federation Ltd, Australian Skydiving
Association or the Australian Defence forces may repack and repair emergency
parachutes.
Emergency parachutes owned and used by overseas pilots must be maintained in
accordance with their country's legislation.

Advice
Where the pilot is the owner and sole user of the parachute, it is the pilot's responsibility to
ensure the parachute is fit for purpose. This will very much depend on how the parachute is
stored, how often it is worn, and whether it has been subjected to moisture.
Where a parachute is to be used by a person other than the owner, e.g., parachutes owned by
gliding clubs or loaned to third parties, the owner has a ‘Duty of Care’ (i.e., a moral or legal
obligation) to ensure the safety or well-being of others and should therefore comply with the
manufacturer's requirements and equipment bulletins as a minimum.
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In the interest of aviation safety, the GFA asserts that it is best practice for its members to
maintain their emergency parachutes in accordance with the manufacturer’s modifications and
equipment bulletins (e.g., Technical Service Bulletins, Service Bulletins, Technical Bulletins,
Product Service Bulletins, or Information Bulletins).
For further information, please see that attached article from Gliding Australia magazine Issue
35 (April - May 2017).

Christopher Thorpe
Executive Manager, Operations
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